
thai it was tha "duty of Congress" to respond. And than,
after citing soma beautiful poetry in which the law of opinion
ia represented aa very potential in the world, the Senator from
Massachusetts proceed* to aay :
" But now, it way be uked, what ia all that to us f The

queation is easily answered. We are one of the nation*. Our
ayatern of government ia, throughout, hoatile to that system,
and, if we are safe from iti effects, we may thank our situation
or ourcourage. The age we live in, aud our own active cha¬
racter, have connected ui with all the nations of the world ¦,
and we, ai a nation, have precisely the same interest in inter¬
national law as a private individual has in the laws of" his coun¬
try. . . But, wliatever we do in this matter, it behooves
us to do on principle. If on lite subject ol rumored combina¬
tions against Soutn America we take any stand, it must be on

principle that that stand is taken. 'J'he near approach ar the
remote iltttance of danger may changepolicy, but catuiot touch
principleaud the same reasons of an abstract kind that would
lead us to protest iu tha case of the whole southern continent,
bind us to protest in the aaae of the smallest republic of Italy."
And now, Mr. Preaident, (continued Mr. Allen,) I have

referred to tbaaa things, aa I stated at the outset, to justify my¬
self from the imputations cast upon me of arrogating to inyaelf
the business of the committee, by the presentation of this reso¬

lution. And now I will conclude by stating why I did not do
this on the inatant. I should have done it at that time with
perhaps more imprudent ardor than now, haJ not the motion
to lay on the table precluded debate, and, of course, precluded
me from the opportunity of repelling the imputations to which
I have alluded. I have now, air, aaid all that I deem necea-
airy on the subject.

Mr. CALHOUN said Mr. Preaident, I trust I have too
much aelf respect, and too great a regard for the gravity of
the subject-matter under discussion, to follow the example set
by the Senator from Ohio, in giving this discussion a persopal
direction. I had not the alighteat intention of wounding the
feelings of the Senator in stating what I did. He himaelf had
stated, in his remarks to which 1 replied, that he had intro¬
duced this reaolution on hie own roaponsibility ; and yet he
takes great offence in my aiinply stating in detail what he had
expressed in general terms, by saying that he had not con¬
sulted the Senator from Michigan, (Mr. Cabs,) and the Sena¬
tor from Arkansas, (Mr. Skvikb,) or any other member of
the committee. I made no insinuation, but simply stated the
fact. I never make them. What I say, I say openly and di¬
rectly ; and mean neither more nor leas than what I do say.

Ff»rh|gthue wrlaacri ifct Hadafka of the Senator having a

personal bearing, I shall now proceed to notice the other por¬
tions of hia remarks. I shall be very brief.
The Senator, in the first place, baa utterly failed in hia

elaborate researches to find a single precedent to juatify the
course he has taken on thia occasion ; not one of his prece¬
dents afford an example of a chairman of a committee, to
which a specific subject-matter ia committed, moving for leave
to introduce a bill or reaolution, on hia own reaponaibility, on
the subject-matter referred to him. That ia hia case ; and, as

he haa found no example of the kind in his careful search, I
hazard little in presuming that none such exist. On the occa¬
sion to which he referred, I intimated that I considered his
resolution out of order ; but I then intimated, and now boldly
assert, that it was clearly a violation of a plain parliamentary
rule, that, whenever any specific matter is referred to a com¬

mittee, it is for the time withdrawn from the Senate, and can¬
not be made a subject for action by the Senate while it ia ao
withdrawn. Not expecting this point to come up, I have not
turned to the rule referred to ; but it can be easily found, I
presume, in the Manual, if any one chooses to refer to it. |
The Senator from Ohio, without directly denying the rule,

ha; undertaken to point out several examples, not warranted,
as he alleges, by the rule. The first of these was the resolu¬
tion of the Senator from Indiana, (Mr. Haxnkoaw,) intro¬
duced at the preaent session, in reference to Oregon, and the
amendments which I offered to his resolution. The Senate
will remember that the object oi the reaolution was to deny the
right of this Government to settle by treaty the boundary be¬
tween the United States and Great Britain in reference to Ore¬
gon. Now, the President, in his message, said not one word
on the subject of the right of the United States to settle the
boundary ; and, of course, in referring the part of his message
to the Committee on Foreign Relations to settle the boundary
in reference to Oregon, the right in question formed no part
of the subject referred to that committee , and, of course, fails
to sustain the grounds assumed by the Senator. It alao fol¬
lows, of course, thst if the original reaolution itaelf does not
furniah a precedent in support of the Senator, neither does
my amendment furniah one.

The next precedent relied upon ia the case of the brig En-
terprise, in reference to which I moved three resolutions. Moat
of the Senators present will remember that that was a case

where an American vessel had been stranded at the Bahama
Islands, and in inference to which the local authorities had
acted hi a manner wholly inconsistent with the laws of naticfei.
Why the Senator has selected the resolutions offered in that
case aa a precedent to justify hia course, I am wholly at a loss
to understand. The Preaident had made no aDuaion to the
case in his annual message, nor had the subject been referred
to any committee. It waa a clear caae of a movement upon a

subject not before the Senate in any ahape, nor referred to any
of its committees.
But the Senator asserts, by way of justifying hia resolu¬

tion, that my -lesohHians were ef a More general character,
comprehending all times and places, and of universal applica¬
tion. He' overlooks the fact which distinguishes them from
his : that, aa general aa they were, they affirmed simply the
general law of nationa which was violated in the particular
case : a law ao well known and admitted as to receive the
unanimous vote of the Senate. I doubt whether the Senator
will be as fortunate with his resolutions.
Hb next precedent is the caae of a resolution moved by Mr.

Mallory, when a member of the House of Representatives.
That waa a caae of a call for information on the Executive
Department in reference to the grounds on which the declara¬
tion of Mr. Monroe, referred to by the Senator from Michigan,
(Mr. Cass,) waa made. The Senator did not undertake to
show in what manner that could constitute a precedent to jus
tify his course. Admitting the part of the message alluded to
had been referred to the appropriate committee, it is obvious
that a call for information in reference to it ia wholly different
to introducing a reaolution on the subjeot-matter referred to,
and cannot juatify the course pursued by the Senator on this
occasion.
A a to the laat precedent cited by the Senator, he haa not

stated in sufficient detail the facts of tha caae to authorize me
to state whether it waa embraced in the parliamentary rule in
qunation or not. Nor do I recollect whether the message of
the President referred to the insurrection of the Greeks against
the power of the 8ultan ; or, if it did, whether that portion of
the message had been referred to the appropriate committee
when the Senator from Massachusetts, then a member of the
House of Repreeentativea, introduced his reaolution : if not,
the precedent would not cover the caae. But, even suppose it
should prove to be a precedent in point, (which I by no means

believe,) it should be considered but an accidental and soli¬
tary departure from a well-established parliamentary rule.

Having dispatched the Senator's precedents, and ahown
that they do not justify his course on this occasion, I shall next
proceed to make a few Observations on the remark* made by
the Senator from Michigan. The Senator undertakea to vin¬
dicate this resolution by the declarations made by Mr. Monroe
in his snnual message at the commencement of the session of
182a-'4. The cases are not analogous. However general
the terms in which the declaration of Mr. Monroe was couched
against the interference of the European Powers in the affairs
of this continent, they had at the time a practical bearing in
reference to an anticipated interference. I do not remember
whether the diplomatic correspondence of that period haa ever

been published. A friend informed me last evening it had
been. But, be that as it may, 1 presume, after so great a lapse
of time, it would not be considered sny violation of confidence
to state the circumstance* which led to that declaration.
We all remember the holy alliance established between the

five principal continental Powers after the overthrow of Bona¬
parte. England declined to become a member, although she
acted for the moat part in concert with it. This powerful com¬
bination «f sovereigns, established for the purpose of uphold¬
ing monarchical power, and for repressing the establiahment
of democretical institutions, contemplated at the time an into r-
ference with the affairs of South America, in order to restore
the dominion of Spain over her revolted provinces. Our E xe-
cutive received an intimation.Mr. Canning was then at the
head of the British Miniatry, a man of great aagacity ar.d ta¬
lent.of the intention of the allied aovereigna, and intimated
that, if our G ivemment would support the British, it would
discountenance and take a stand against such an interference
The declaration ef the message was the response before the
world to this intimstion, instead of being s mere general de¬
claration, without any practical bearing, and signifying
nothing.

With the declaration referred to there waa another and a
broader one against European nstions colonizing on this con¬
tinent, particularly referred to by the Senator from Michigan
in hia remarks, and on which he specially reliea to vindicate
thia resolution. As to it, the then Secretary of State, (Mr.
Adama,) and now a member of the other House, claima, I un¬
derstand, the paternity. My impreasion ia, that he ia fairly
entitled to it. I have no recollection that it formed any part
of the Cabinet deliberation, when the response made to Mr.
Csnning's intimation was under deliberation. I will not speak
with confidence, as the events are long past, but my impres¬
sion is that it never was a subject of deliberation in the Cabi¬
net nt any time.
When the distinguished individual referred to came to be

elevated from the State Department to the Presidency, hs did
not forget his paternal relation to iti It was one of the lead
ing measures recommended in his first annual message to Con¬
gress, to be carried out through the Panama convention, which
was so much distinguished in the political history of the day.
And surely, if the principle upon which this resolution rests
be correct.if all attempts at colonnation or interference on the
part of the European Powers are to be resisted, it would be
far more rational to do it by concert, like that of the Panama
convention, than to undertake it single-handed, as proposed by
this reaolution.

This recommendation, so far from meeting with the appro¬
bation of the Republican party of that day, united them againstthe than Adnpnistration. The opposition to it, op the nomi¬
nation of members to represent ua in the convention, led to one
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aubject-matter hi* imagination could suggest as possible for
Congress to touch ; that his menage came there and wu re-

lerred ; why, then, according to him, not a man could offer a
resolution because the President'* message had taken the mat-
tor up already. There was something so monstrous in that
doctrine that it was quite unnecessary to say another word
on it. LMr. Cauocb here rose under the impression that

A- ha« finished, but immediately gave way. ]
The Senator from South Carolina, in "peaking of the de¬

claration of Mr. Monroe in his message, had said that it was
a specific case, and that there was no specific case con¬
tained in the message ofMr. Polk. To that he (Mr. A.) would
answer, that the President did not only name a specific case in
words, but there is something named in words that came
more home to us than the case of the South American Re-

/ un . t to the roention made of the interference
off. the British and French Governments to prevent the annex¬
ation of Texas to the United 8tates. That was a case of
interference-* <prip*U pofrriml interference. Yes, those

powers had endeavored to come between us and Texas, and
had offered a high boon to bribe that gallant people ; and the
people of the United States were now under obligation, not to
the prompt energy of their own Government alone, but to the
incorruptible honesty and stern patriotism of the people of
Texas, who had large boons offered them to become, not nomi¬
nally, but substantially, a British province. Why, did not

every one see why Great Britain and France should wish to see

Texas become a dependant province } On the part of these

f 'here no offer made to the Governments of Mexico
and Texas tocompromisctheir difficulties, nor thstTexas should
annex herself to Mexico ; but they did propose to Texas that
if she should stay out of this Union they would recognise and
sustain her independence. Why > Because she would then
be a feeble Power upon our frontier, which would have to
look abroad for protection, and necessarily put herself under
the protection of France and England. It was on that ground
he (Mr. A.) had said that a protest ought to have been laid
before the Cabinet* of France and England against such in¬
terference , and, if they had still persisted, thst war ought to
nave been declared. Those matters were alluded to in the
President's message. The object of that interference of
France ami England was to keep a member out of the
Union. They would have had as much right to induce a

member to go out of the Union as to prevent one coming
in ; snd Great Britain and France would have as great a

right to hold out an inducement to one of our discontented
States to leave the Union as prevent Texas from coming in.
Well, there was the subject alluded to in the President's mes¬

sage in so many words. Mexico and Texas were called by
their names, and still the gentleman asked where was there
an allusion to a specific case f He (Mr. A.) had stated the
case of Texas.
And now he asked to he allowed.since the discussion had

spread out further than be wished it.to say, in reference to
the condition of Mexico, that if the British or French Gov
eminent were at the bottom of the present movements in
Mexico, to distract the present order ol things there, with a

view to bringing about a state of things which would afford
them an excuse for placing a French prince upon the throne
of Mexico, or of reducing that country to the condition of a

colony subject to either of those Powers.if such should be
me result, it would justify a declaration of war against these
Powers by the United 8utes. The gentleman from South
Uerotina, (Mr. Calmsc*,) to strengthen his views of the
question, took cars to get on the other aide of the globe.
He went all the wsy to Patagonia, whilst he (Mr. A.) staid
at home, at the mouth of the Mississippi ( he kept by our
own shores, to show that there were matters occurring here
.o solemn as to claim the attention of the President of the Uni¬
ted State*.occurrences no less important than the interference
of two Powers of the Holy Alliance with this Government
within a couple of years past. When he said that these Powers
were both members ofthe Holy Alliance, hedid notsay England
was so on paper, or that Lord Caatforeagh signed the articles
agreed to by the Emperors of Russia and Austria, and the King
of Pruas'a in 1814. Great Britain did not sign it, neither did
her Minister ; but the fact is, the only reason, as stated by the
Minister, why it was not done was, that, while the other sove¬

reign* signed it in person, that thing called the British Con¬
stitution required the signature of a responsible Minister,
thereby causing an incongruity which alone prevented the sig¬
nature. But, substantially for giving effect ty the pngect put
forward by the Holy Alliance, Great Britain was a* much a

member then rtnd now as the other sovereigns ; and France
had adhered, after the restoration of the Bourbons, to the
principles of the Holy Alliance. He (Mr. A.) was not, then,
mirtaken in saying that two members of the Holy Altisnce
had, within three, two, even one year, interfered to change
otir political organisation, and interfered to prevent the admis¬
sion of a State into the Union; anil that upon that ground
it was necessary to check it. Now, ir the gentleman ( Mr. C.)

let him look at home- He was not going to
ufce hlm ^Mr. A.) to Patagonia for an example. He knew
w»e strength of his position, and he would adhere to it. These

the several purchasers Thoea Power* at* at liberty to come on
lawful buatneaa, in pureuit of their commercial baffic.to buy
*"d ¦ell.but in our political attain they must .keep their dia-
tance.

^

IV people of thie continent wanted none of tbeir
arbitration tliey would have none of it. Tbeir own differ-
encea they might have, but they called upou no European
sovereign to arbitrate. Tbey couunencetl with mediation in
thin very matter between Mexico and Tex a*, and ended with
an open struggle to prevent the annexation of Texas to thia
union. Now, "f thia the President of the United Statea waa
aatiafied j he had stated it wianly, and in accordance with the
wiahea of the people of the United Statea.
And now he would again my, what he had aaid long before,

that neither the caae of Texaa nor that of Oregon would
ever be the real cauae of war to Great Brita n. She waa
looking at the structure of our ayatem, which waa atir^iing
to it all the weary of the world ; whom example waa doing
more to overthrow the dynaatira of two thouaaod year*, than
all the armiea that were poured into France under the allied
sovereign* could do, if marahalled and brought into array
against thoae throne*. It waa that ayatein.it waa the New
World that waa affrighting tbe Old; it waa the new idea which
had emanated from the boaom of the New World, and flaahea
like the beneficent light of dqr through the night of European
tyranny, proclaiming to the maaaaa that they were born to live
and be happy, not with aaddlca on tbeir back*, nor with mas-
tera booted and spurred to ride them from the cradle to the
grave. Theee were the questions which twenty-five years of
peace had produced in the world, and whoae agitation was

enabling the people of Europe to go to work and accumulate
large masses of wealth in their hands, thereby making them
selvea felt in the adininiatratian of political power. It waa that
unconquerable spirit which is established and cheriahed by our

example, which waa giving Great Britain and the allied sov¬

ereigns of Europe more concern than a patch of anow-covered
aoil on the frontier ofMaim or on the ahore of the Pacific ocean.
She may uae these aubjecta aa pretexts; perhaps she may
find them large enough to form the basis of a European
confederation against thia Republic. Should that be the caae,
we can never defeat such confederations by showing the white
feather. When we talk of preparation, we are charged with a
desire for war, aa if there existed in the country a single man
who would deaire war ao long aa it could be avoided or post¬
poned with propriety. He (Mr. A.) would not have allu¬
ded to the injfrtereuc^ in th* affair* of Texan, but for the re¬
mark of the Senator from Sou^h Cardlwia that no apecifte
caae had been named is the President's message, inasmuch as
he did not mention thaH>f the South American Republics. He
(Mr. A.) had spoken of that of Texas aa one much more

nearly connected with their own fireside*. That interference
should cease; it must cease ; and they might as well tell Eu-,
rope calmly and mildly, in the form of thoae resolution*, at the
beginning, as by a declaration of war. The sovereigns of
Europe could not be allowed to interfere in the affairs of this
continent as they liad done in the case of Texas and Mexico.
The thing cannot be tolerated ; and if this Congress takes upon
itaolf to negative the declarations of the President, and by that
negation to hold out an encouragement for European interfe¬
rence in our affairs, the people will send a Congress that will
not do it. This matter has not sprung up in an hour; it ia
not to be decided in an hour. These resolutions must be be¬
fore Congress till they receive ita sanction. This is not child's
play, that it can be acouted out in this way. It shall receive
that attention from me, at least, which I believe every feeling
of patriotism requires that I should bestow upon it.

Mr. CALHOUN. The Senator supposes that I would
have transferred the whole power on this subject to the com
mittee. It is hardly necessary to reply to that. Committees
are but the creatures of the Senate. As to Texas, Mr. Pre¬
sident, as far as I had any share in the management of that
particular question, I can only say that that declaration of
Mr. Monroe had not the weight of that piece of paper ; and
if a thousand auch declarations, in even stronger terms, had
been made and paased the Senate, they would not have had
that weight. Declarations, sir, are easily made. The affairs
of nations are not controlled by mere declarations. If a de¬
claration of opinion were sufficient to change the whole course
of events, no nation would be more prompt than we. But
we muat meet interference in our affairs in another way : we
must meet it as it was met in the case of Texas.decidedly,
boldly, and practically. We must meet each particular case

by itael£ and according to its own merits, always taking care
to assert our rights whenever it is necessary to assert them.
As to general abstract declarations of that kind, I would not
give a farthing for a thousand of them. They do more harm
than good, or rather no good at all, but a great deal of harm.
While up I wish to allude to some remarks of the Senator
from Michigan. He seems to think that the news by the last
steamer waa as belligerent as he could have anticipated.

Mr. CASS was understood to say that he did not regard
the character of the late news to be such *s to warrant any
change in our defensive policy : but his remark waa almost
inaudible in the gallery.

Mr. CALHOUN proceeded. 8uch an opinion, coming
from such a quarter, and having the weight which it must
have, may make it advisable that I should stole mine, as I en¬

tirely differ from the Senator. I have read with attention the
papers received by the late arrival, aa far as they refer to the
relations between the two countries, and I am of opinion that
the information is very favorable to the peaceful aettlement of
the difficulties between the two countries. I regard t»»e res¬

toration of Sir Robert Peel to the head of the Ministry, with the
increased power and influence it must give him, as highly fa¬
vorable. I cannot doubt that he is sincerely desirous of preserv-
ing peace ; nor can I doubt that auch ia the feeling of the
people of England at large.such certainly is the tone of the
English press, without a single exception, as far as I have
seen: I do not except the " Times." Tbe short paragraph
read by the Senator from Michigan might, taken by itself^
.eem to juAify the conclusion to which be has come; but,
taken in connexion with all which has appeared in that paper
in reference to the Oregon question, a very different conclu¬
sion must be drawn. Inatead of regarding Canning's line aa
the ultimate conceasion of Great Britain, it very distinctly re¬

fers to the 49th parallel, aa offered by Mr. Gallatin, aa the basis
of the settlement of the difficulties of the two countries.

But while the tone and spirit of tbe press exhibits this
peaceful character, we are not left to doubt that Great Britain
holds that she has rights in Oregon to be protected ; and that
if we undertake to assert our excluaive right to the whole,
the remit muat be an appeal to artna.
On the whole, my conviction is now strong.much stronger

than it was.that the question may be honorably settled by
negotiation.. If it should not be settled, I fear much of the
responsibility will rest upon us. With this favorable prospect
before us I cannot but regard the agitation of the subject now
under consideration as any thing but wise. The tone of
moderation with which the whole British preen has received
the President's message, appears to me to eet a proper exam¬
ple for us; if followed, we might, I think, look forward to a

favorable and honorable settlement of this vexed and danger¬
ous question at no diatant day.

Mr. CA88. I have no doubt that we may mske a better
arrangement with the Peel ministry than we could have made
with a Russell ministry, and for the reason that Lord John
Ruaaell had committed himself before the world ; but I fear
they are all committed in the same way. As for the sulwlued
tone of the British press, to which reference has been made, it
only shows that nations cannot, any more than individuala,
long keep at fever-heat. If any one wanta to see abuae fervid
enough of thie country, let him look at the Timet. For my¬
self, I confess I do not see where the point of union between
the two countries exists. I do not see any practical offer on

the part of Great Britain that we can accept, nor any from ua
that she can accept. I do not see how the two nations are to
meet. In all these papers I do not find one word that touches
upon that difficult view of the whole matter. This is not a
mere question of language.of phraseology. The great ques¬
tion is whether one or the other, or both nations, are dispoeed
to yield ao aa to meet on common ground. Now, one word
more if you please. The gentleman from South Carolina haa
said that a declaration is a mere piece of paper. 8ir, paper
bullets may sometimes be aa nuaehievoua aa leaden ones. I
have no idea, however, that if you adopt thia resolution, we
muat go to war. It ia a protest that we do not recognise their
c'aima and principle.and why > That aome twenty yeara
hence the world ahould not get up and aay you are bound by
your tacit acquiescence. It ia the practice of nations that
makes th* law of nations ; that ie certain in a political sense.
The practice of yesterday is tbe principle of to-morrow. Now,
we ought to say to England and the world, " we acknowledge
no such principle." We are growing stronger every day.
Time is dealing well by us. We do not want, however, to
assume the character of propagandist*, by adopting this decla¬
ration. We all know that this balance of power in Europe is
nothing more nor less than a balance to maintain monarchical
institutions under the guise of supportinga necessary equality.
New I do hope that we shall be oontented with our own good
things, and not practise a system of political propagandixm.
If other nations prefer Monarchical Governments to Republi¬
canism, ws have no right to complain of their decision, how¬
ever much they differ from ns. The world is wide enough for
them and for us. But we do aak to protest against the esta¬
blishment of these monarchical institutions on this continent
by any influence, direct or indirect. We say that that would
be dangeroua to our progress, to our peace, and to the exten-
Hion of the area ofliberty. The honorable Senator from 8outh
Carolina alluded to a great contest of principles which was,
aome time or other, to take place. There are antagonistic
principles at work, which the moat superficial obeerver canno'
fail to perceive. The contest must come. Whether the pre¬
sent or the succeeding generation will see it, I know not ; but
come that contest will. J have no deaire, let me repeat, to go
to war for purposes of political propagandists All I maintain
is the right to support our own institution*, and to wanl off
opfioeition. It is in thie order of things that I have alluded to
fiiets connected with the operations of European Powers on
thia continent. I have been actuated by i>q desire to excite
prejudice against foreign Government*. My sole desire is,
that the American people should lie fully awake to the nature
of their own condition, and he prepared to meet all the respon¬
sibilities that devolve upon them, whatever difficulties or dsn
gers may surround them. The censure thrown upon a casual
expression of tbe honorable gentleman from Ohio, induces me
to repeal it. It waa to th» affect that we should be prepared

in heart i» well u in arms. And, air, I do hope that if war
cornea, it will ftud every citizen of the United Suu-. prepared
in heart. Much preparation is the surest augury of auccew.

Mr. J. M. CLAYTON aaid tlie question now pending waa
whether the reaolutions ahould be received ; and hia object in
rising waa to explain hia own vole on that question. It waa

admitted, he believed, on all aides, that the Preaident'a mes¬

sage covered the entire ground taken by the resolutions, and
that the whole message oil thiaaubject had been referred to the
Committee on Foreign Relation*. That committee, they were

bound to believe, therefore, bad thia very subject now under
their consideration. The Senator from Ohio, on hia own re¬

sponsibility, and not aa a member of the committee, liad otter¬
ed these resolution* with the avowed object of moving their re¬
ference to that committee. The whole subject waa before the
committee, and yet the gentleman waa not satisfied with that
reference, but waa dcairoua of referring the same subject a ae-

cornl time to the aame committee. What good, he would
ask, could be attained by such a course f It would be com¬

petent for the committee to report, at any time, tbeae very re¬
solutions, or any others which they might think proper to re¬

port upon the subject. Would thia second reference give any
mcrea* of power > Would it give the committee any new

authority which they did not possess before ? Certainly not.
And he waa bound to believe, agreeing in opinion as he did
raoet entirely with the Senator from 8outh Carolina on this
point, that the introduction of theae resolutiona, with the view of
referring them to the Committee on Foreign Relations, was alto¬
gether unparliamentary, if not abaolutely by the rules of the
Senate out of order. Under all the circumatancea, he felt
himself justified in voting against the reception of the reaolu-
t*ona ( but, at the aame time, be would protest against any in¬
fluence being drawn from hia vote upon this question touching
the great principles which were considered to be involved in
the resolutions. The Senator from Ohio had told them that
th^se resolutions had been thoroughly considered by him and
others of his party \ had been maturely weighed previous to
their presentation by him ; that he took the full reaponaibility
of Una new movement, and that he did not intend to abandon
it, but ahould press the aubject from time to time, not merely
during the present seaaion, but that years would roll away
before he would abandon the darling object which he had in
view in presenting theae propositions. They were not to hear
the end of it, it appeared, for a very long time to come ; and
10
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the Senalor lay uf»n the reaolutions that
pa had told them, if he understood him correctly, that he con¬
sidered them the great index and true exponent of the future
position of the Democratic party ; and that opposition to these
reaolutions would be oppoaition to the party.

If he had understood the Senator, he meant to make the
winciplea he propoaea one of the chief teat-questions of parly.
He would aak the honorable Senator from Ohio, who waa thus
resolved that this should be one of the doctrines of the majo¬
rity in CongTeas.that theae propositions should he held to be
the only, true democratic doctrine, and an essential portion of
the democratic creed, when did the party take it up > He
believed that party bad never taken this ground before. Going
Itac.k to the very origin of that party, and examining the pro¬
ceedings relative to sending Ministers to Panama in 1826, we
find by the records ofCongress that while the resolution to pay
those Ministers was pending in the House of Repreaentativea
the following amendment was proposed :

44 J he Houae, however, In expressing this opinion, do not
. intend to sanction any departure from the settled policy of
thia Government, that, in extending our commercial rela-

. tions with foreign nationa, we ahould have with them as
4 tittle political connexion aa possible ; and that we should
4 preserve peace, commerce, and friendship with all nations,
' and form entangling alliances with none. It is therefore
' the opinion of thia Houae that the Government of the Unil-
' ed Statea ought not to be' represented at the Congresa of
4 Panama except in a diplomatic character, nor ought they to
4 form any alliance, odenaive or defensive, or negotiate re-
. specting auch an alliance, with all or any of the South Ame-
' rican Republics ; nor ought they to become partiea with them,
4 or either of them, to a joint dkclabatio!t fur thepurpose of
' preventing the interference of any of the European Powers
4 with their independence or form of government, or to any
' compact for the purposeofpreventing colonization upon the
4 continent of Americabut that the people of the United
' States should be left free to act, in any crisis, in such a man-
' ner as their feelings of friendship towards those Republics,
4 and as their own honor and policy may, at the same time.
« dictate."

'

This amendment was moved in April, 1826, in the other
Houae, by a leading Democrat of the new school.Mr. Mc-
Lane, of Delaware ; and the amendment was adopted by the
Hoase, supported as it was by the whole self-styled Democratic
ptrty, ninety-nine of them voting for it, and making it the

creed upon which they came soon after into power.
V\ hether the adoption of the opposite and antagonizing princi-
pies proposed now by the Senator from Ohio will drive them
from power remains to be seen. But who were the gentlemen,
as appears from the journal which I hold in my hand, that re¬

corded their votes adverse to the new democratic propositions
of the Senator from Ohio } Mr. Buchanan, the present Se¬
ct*tary of State, was one ; and, what waa stdl more important,
J \MES K. POLK, of Tennessee, the very man who was
n<*r President of the United Statea, waa another \ While
upon thia subject, it struck him that it would not be unimpor¬
tant to refer to the language of some of the gentlemen who
figured in that debate on the Panama miasion j but the late¬
ness of the hour would only permit him to refer to the re-
msrka of one of the moat distinguished of those gentlemen,
James K. Polk, of Tenneaaee ; and he commended Mr. Polk's
speech of April, 1826, on the Panama miasion, to the special
consideration of the gentleman from Ohio, that he m.«ht see
whether the views of tbe Democracy of that day coincided with
what the Senator seemed to insist were the views of the De¬
mocratic party now.

Mr. Ciattuw then read the following from a speech of
Mr. Polk, delivered in the Houae of Representatives in 1H2S :

" Mr. Polk said ^e should vote against the resolution re-
4 ported by the Committee of Foreign Affairs, but for very dif-
4 ferent reasons from those which had been assigned by the
4 honorable member from Maseachuaetts, (Mr. Wiiitii,)
4 and by several other gentlemen who had just staled the rea-1
4 sons which would influence their votes. He did not believe
4 with them, that the amendment offered by the gentleman
«from Delaware, and received by a vote of the House on yea.
4 terday, wax unconstitutional, or encroached upon the con-
4 stitutional power* of the Executive. Believing, as he did,
4 that it wag at all times competent to the Houae of Repreaen
4 tativea to express their opinions freely in relation to our for¬
eign policy, he had voted for that amendment. He had voted
4 for it, becauae he believed it was declaratoiy of that uniform
4 courae of policy ao happily pursued by the Government from
4 the adoption of the Constitution to the present period ; be-
4 cause it waa, aa he conceived, still the true policy of the
' country ; and becauae, being opposed, as he was, to the pro-
4 posed mission to the Congress of Panama, under any cir¬
cumstances, he wished to signify to the President and his
4 Cabinet, l»y a distinct expression of opinion by the popular
4 branch of the Legialature of the Union, the viewa which they
4 entertained of the true policy of tbe country. That object
4 had been effected by the vote of yesterday. By that vote, it
4 was distinctly announced by a majority of the House, as
4 their opinion, that our policy with foreign nations is the same
4 now a* that laid down by Washington in his Farewell Ad-
4 dress to the American people; that no circumatancea had oc-
. curred in our foreign relatione, or in the political connexions
4 of other Powers with each other, which authorized ua to
4 change that policy, or to hazard the experiment of a new one.
' We hid distinctly declared it as our opinions, by the adop-
4 tion of that amendment, that our policy was now, as it ever
4 had been, to observe a strict neutrality between all belligerent
4 Powers ; that 4 in extending our commercial relations with
«foreign nations, wr should have with them as little political
' connexion as possible that we should 'preservepeace, com-
4 merce, andfriendship with all nations, andform entangling
4alliances with none.' that we should not ¦form anv
. alliance, offensive or defensitt, or negotiate respecting such
'an alliance, with all or anyof the South American Repub-
4 lies nor should 4 toe become parties with them, or either of
' them, to any joint declaration for the purpose ofpreventing
4 the interferenceof any of the European Powers with their
' independence orform of (rovernment,' or 4 to any compact
'for thepurpose of preventing colonization on the'Continent
' of America ' These are sentiments, Mr. P. said, to which
. he most willingly subscribed. However strong his sympathies
4 might be in favor of liberty and republican inatitutiona, in
4 whatever part of the world they might make their appearance,
«the peace, the quiet, and prosperity of his own country were
4 paramount to every other conaideration."

Mr. Clattov, in continuing his remarks, said that he
did not intend to commit himaelf for or against any of
these political abalractions at this time, however plainly they
appear to jeopard the peace of the nation. He certainly did
protest, however, against those frequent changes of what is
called here the Democratic creed. For he could not see how
any reaaonaMe man, meaning to preserve his own aelf respect,
conld possibly manage to keep up with all thia progreesive,
aggreaaive, and retrogressive Democracy. He would leave
this matter, however, entirely to the gentlemen on the other
side. If they chose to make this a party question, they
would, of course, take the consequences. For himself, he
would be content at present with saying that he ahould vote
against the reception of the proposition, liecauae he believed
its reception was contrary to the rules and the practice of the
Senate. He held it utterly oppoaed to parliamentary rule to
bring forward a propoaition with the object, avowed by the
mover, of referring it to a committee, while the very subject
embraced in such proposition was already expresaly referred
to that committee, and might 1* reported on by them at any
moment.

Messrs WOODBRIDGE, SIMMONS, CHALMERS
PENNYBACKER, ARCHER, and BREESE also address¬
ed the Senate in brief rentalks explanatory of the vote which
they were about to give\ after which leave was granted te
introduce the reaolutiona, and they were referred to the Com¬
mittee on Foreign Relations.

Dr. Fncwch, of Adams county, (Penn ) was thrown from
hia aleigh on Thursday last, and injured so seriously that he
died on the following day.

WASHINGTON.
Mberty and Union, now and forever, one

initepirable."

SATURDAY, JANUARY 31, 1840.'
EXPENSES OF THE LAST WAR, dee.

I We have not had an opportunity before to-day to

place before our readers the following letter, which
has strong claims to their attention :

T<» THE EDITORS or THE NATION A!. IRTRLLIOEMCER.
Gkmtlkmk* The editorial article in your paper of Tuea-

Itt"t htta me to make lo you thi. short communi-
'

h f°r0lbly brOUghl to n,y '^collection some thing.
, which happened in by-gone daya, to which I waa an eye-wit-
neas, and in which I had some litUe participation. I allude
to the very great embarrassments of the Government bits
financial affiuis at the time of our lust war with Great Bri-

(
tain. The statement which you have made in regard to the
difficulty of obtaining money to carry on the war, so far from
being an exaggerated one, falls far ahort of the real facta of

j the case. Instead of the Government paying", premium
I
of twelve per cent." on the loans which it obtained, twenty

I and twenty-five pei cent, were pud.that is to say, the Go-
vemment gave one hundred dollars in United Statea stock for

j »eventy-five or eighty dollar, in bank paper, which, being it-
self not redeemable in specie, except at another discount of
from twenty twenty-five per cent, more, the difference in
value of course between the paper of the Government and the
lawful currency of the country was from forty to forty-five per
cent. The whole of the loeses in these exchanges fell, as a

matter of course, on the public. So much for the effects of
Wii, upon our country at leaat.

But this waa not the worst part of it. We were drawing
nigh to the brink of the precipice. The peace concluded at
Ghent aaved us from further and greater difficulties and em-

liarrassments, maugre all the " spirit and courage" of M».
Dallas, the then Secretary of the Treaaury, in the manage¬
ment of the financea of the country. He could not, any more

than his immediate predecessor, extract blood from a turnip.
The truth ia, the people of this country will not submit to be
taxed very heavily if it be done directly, and every body
who will reflect on the subject must know that we can raise
but little by duties imposed on imported articles when we are

at war with such a maritime power as England. Our past
experience ought, therefore, to have taught us this lesson-
that our Federal Conatitution was made for a state of peace ;
that we cannot (keeping (hat instrument at the same lime
whole and entile) cany on a long and expensive war success¬

fully with a formidable enemy, such as England, unless it be
on* purely defensive, in which I believe we might defy all
Christendom. Now, gentlemen, mark what I say : the yeo¬
manry of this country will not sustain the Adminiatration or

the madcaps in CongTeaa in a war with England for ««the
whole of Oregon," or an inch beyond the forty-ninth degree
of north latitude, if, indeed, quite so for as that. ^Remember
that I sj^ak of the yeomanry.the tax-paying people of the
country not of your idle brawling politiciana and dema¬
gogues of our cities and villages, where meg meet in hotels
and at the corners of streets to discuss and aettle the affairs of a
great nation in accordance with their own selfish views and
interests. Do not misunderstand me. I do not say that we

shall have no war about this Oregon question. On that sub¬
ject I have my doubts and my fears. The President.and be
it remembered that I voted the electoral ticket that helped to
elect him.the President, I say, took a wrong position in this
matter from the beginning ; he has not yet got right. Had
he listened less, or rather not at all, to men who arc mere poli¬
ticians by trade, seeking places for themselves and their kin,
utterly disregarding the great and permanent intereata of the
country, he would not have been in the predicament in which
he finds himaelf. The real friend, of the Chief Magistrate
and the country stand aloof when they see the Executive
mansion surrounded, and he himaelf beset, by miserable squads
of office-seekers and solicitors for public patronage. It ia
enough to disgust every highminded reflecting man to wit¬
ness such things. But enough of this. My principal object
in writing this hasty essay was to set you right in a matter of
fact, and lo tell yea that in the country (where I reside) I have
not yet convened with a single individual, of whatever poli-
tics he may be, who i. at all willing to go to war to get thi.
strip of unproductive land in what i. called the territory of

j Oregon. And this I firmly believe to be the opinion of the tax-

paying people throughout the country generally. And yet we

| may have war ; unwise counsels, stimulated by thoae who
have nothing to lose but every thing to gain in the contest,
may bring the country into that calamitous predicament. We
shall see, and that ere long. I h»ve nothing more at present
to sey, but to sutMcrihe my«lf, what in truth I am,
Jawuabt 22, 1846. . a PLAIN FARMER.
The writer of the above letter, though he is, as

he states himself, a farmer, and we believe a very
skilful one, has not always confined himself to the
labor of tilling the earth. On the contrary, though
for perhaps the last thirty years retired to his farm,
no man had more opportunities than he of being
acquainted with the financial concerns of the Go-
vemment during the war of 1812, (and before it,)
nor did any one understand them better.

In the article which we prepared for our readers
the other day, on the civil or financial history of
the late war, we took care, both in our statements
of the past and our predictions of the future, to

keep far within the bounds of truth. We did not
care to let even our own readers, much less the
world at large, know how nearly the wheels of Go¬
vernment were brought to a stand within the last
few months of the war of 1812.

Since our Democratic friend insists upon it, how¬
ever, we must admit the facts to have been even

as appalling as he states them. Instead of the
premium of twelve per cent, paid by the Gov-
ernment for money borrowed at six per cent, a

year, the premium paid upon the last loan the
Government was able to obtain, we find, on recur¬

ring to the record, was twenty per cent..and the
amount of eighty dollars in money for one hundred
dollars in stock in that loan was received in paper
o< non-paying banks, upon which the discount in
specie was, as our correspondent states, twenty-five
per cent. So that, in fact, the Government paid a

premium of forty-five per cent, upon money bor¬
rowed at an interest of six per cent, per annum,
and, even at that rate, had lost the faculty of
borrowing.
We suppose all our readers know that the sus¬

pension of specie payments by all the Banks south
o! INew York, if not all south of Boston, as it was

the necessary consequence of the state of war at
tie time we speak of, will be the inevitable effect
of a war with a great maritime Power, come when
it may.
W e put it to the People whether, to gratify the

blood-thirsty propensities of those who think " we

ought to seek rather than to evade a war," we shall
court, without occasion, a return of that state of
things in which not only gold and silver, but even

copper disappears, and cents and fractions of cents,
as well as all the parts of the dollar, are represented
by filihy shreds of paper, issued by any body and
every body who knows how to S1gn his name or
make his mark.

. ,

New Orleans, Jahvart 21.
I he principal topic of conversation and comment to-day ia

the death of Mr Rare, a young lawyer of much latent and
promise, who was shot in a duel thia morning by hia antago¬
nist, Mr. Htmar, a merchant of this city. The weapons
were pistols, at ten pacea. After the first .hot the deceased
was invited to apologize for the affront offered, namely, slap¬
ping the face of Mr. H., but his aecond declined, and' at the

whiih^r' ~i th! °f hU "nta«°ni* in the neck,
which produced immediate death. The difficulty aroee at one
of the weekly eotrees at the St. Charlea Hotel, about a ques¬
tion of right to a certain place in a cotillion..Bait. Amer.

CONGRESS.
The pressure of interesting matter upon our co¬

lumns leaves us without space to insert the details
of the Proceedings in Congress. The principal
topic of discussion in the Senate during the week,
in addition to the debate which appears in the pre¬
ceding coliynns, has been the bill to provide tor the
augmentation of the Navy ; and, in the House ot
Representatives, the debate on the resolution to
terminate the treaty for the joint occupation ol

Oregon has been continued during every day of the
week.

THE FLORIDA CONTESTED ELECTION.
The House of Representatives on Saturday last

decided the question arising out of the contested
election of Representative in that body from thenew
Stale of Florida, against the right of the returned
member, E. C. Cabell, (Whig,) and admitting to
his seat the petitioner against him, Wm. H. Brock-
enbrouoh, (Democrat.) With some experience,
and more knowledge, of the influence of party con¬

siderations in determining questions of this nature
in popular bodies, we shorrid be satisfied, by the
state of the vote on this matter, had we no other
grounds for the opinion, that the decision ol the
House is one not borne out by the evidence in the
case. Had it been so, we should not have seen the
House of Representatives, with a majority of some

seventy votes in favor of the ruling party, affirming
the right of one of their own party to a seat in
that body by a majority of fourteen votes only.
And even that majority, it will be perceived, waa

reduced to six, when tested by the question of
reconsideration..

MEXICO.
We do not know exactly what to make of the

late news from Mexico- On the evening of this
day week official information was received here of
Paredes having entered the city of Mexico and been
received with open arms ; and in the government
paper of Saturday night the fact was announced,
with the additional information that Paredes was
understood to be more favorable to the reception of
the Minister from the United States than his prede¬
cessor. Another version ol the same news repre¬
sents the new Military Chieftain to be less favorable
to that object, with the addition that Mr. Slidell
had retired from the seat of government to await
the course of events.

But the New Orleans " Bee " of the 21st instant,
after stating the news as received by way of Pen-
sacola, and, further, that Parkdes had been pro¬
claimed President immediately after entering the
city of Mexico, adds the following postcript, flatly
contradicting the most important part of it:

44 Since writing the above we have received a let-
4 ter from a highly respectable commercial house,
4 which states that the city of Mexico had pronounc-
. ed in favor of Paredes. This letter is of the
4 latest possible date, yet it says nothing of the ru-
4 mored appearance of Paredes before the gate$
4 of the capital, or of his having been proclaimed
4 President."

FROM TEXAS.
President Jones, of the late Republic of Texas,

has issued a proclamation calling on the Legislature
to convene at Austin on the 16th February, in or¬
der to organize a State Government, and adopt such
other measures as they may deem necessary for the
general welfare.

Naval..A letter received from an officer on
board the flag-ship Savannah, Commodore Sloat,
dated Mazatlan, west coast of Mexico, December
10,says:

44 Our force here now conaists of this ship, the Portsmouth,
Levant, and Warren, and we are ia daily expectation of the
arrival of the Constitution and Cyane t the whole being am¬

ply sufficient, if necessary, to destroy all the towns on that
coast."
The squadron would probably remain on that

coast until our affairs with Mexico are arranged,unless orders to the contrary are received from the
Navy Department..Com. Adv.

HAYTI.
The latest information from Cuba mentions the

arrival at Havana of an unusal number of Spanish
ships of war. From the Journal of Port au Prince
we translate the following, which may serve as an

explanation of the views of the Spanish ships :
44 There has arrived at bt. Domingo a Spanish fleet, des¬

tined to take under its protection the Dominican Republic.
A letter from St. Domingo, published in the 4 Manifeste,' saye
that the Spanish Protectorate has been desired by the Presi¬
dent Santana and the Bishop Portea ; and the same paper
expresses an opinion that Spain will not limit ita exertions to
the exercise of the simple right of suzerain** over her ancient
colony, to which is reserved all the rights of proprietorship
by the treaty of 1815. This will explain the motive of the
extraordinary congregation of Spanish ships, of which in-
formsUon has recently been had in the harbor of Havana."
A very spirited dispute has been c&rrisd on between Presi-

eent Pierrot, of Havti, and M. I^evaaseur, the French Consul.
The former has used very severe language towards the letter,
and the pspers are discussing the course which France would
take, should she think proper to redress the grievance of M*
L., who had demanded of the Haytien Government an in¬
demnity of about $50,000.-17. S. Gazette.

DatanrvL 8ypwuix.-'The New York Express has pa¬
pers from Van Dieman's Land as late as the 23d of September.
The Melbourne Herald, ofthe 13th, gives the particulers of one
of the most horrible shipwrecks on ree«*d, by which 414 Irves
were lost. The 44 Cataraqui," Captain C. W. Finlef, (emi¬
grant ship of 800 tons,) sailed from Liverpool on the 30th of
April, with 369 emigrants, and a crew, including two doctors,
of forty-sii souls. The emigrants were principally from Bed¬
fordshire, Staffordshire, Yorkshire, and Nottinghamshire.
About one hundred and twenty of the passengers were mar¬

ried, with families, and in all seventy-three children. Nothing
occurred worthy of notice until the 4th of Aogntf, W which
day the ship went ashore in a violent fale, on I reel, situated
on the west coast of King's Island, et the eafcaaes of Basse
Stisits. The ship filled in s few hours, and during the night
a scene of horror was exhibited without parallel Before morn¬
ing but thirty of the company were alive, the rest having been
swept into eternity by the waves. Ont of the whole crew

only nine were saved.

Ah UromxAirr Invkstiow..A Mr. Phillip., of London,
has lately invented a *' Fire-ennifritator for instantaneously
extinguishing fires by aerated vapor." The principles, says
a foreign journsl, are chemieel, and they proceed on facts de¬
duced from considerations of the source of sll power.chemi¬
cal action. Fire, in the ordinary acceptation of the term, ie
a phenomenon which results from the union of oxygen, the

supporter of combustion, hydrogen, the element of flame, and
carbon, the element cf light. If the oxygen be withdrawn,
the fire cease*. This the fire-snnihilstor accomplishes. A

jet of a peculiar gaaeous vapor, which possesses a greater U-

finity for the ox vgen of the air than the oxygen has for the

hydrogen and the carbon with which it is combined, is mstar-

taneously generate,! by the msrh.ne, ami thrown with extra¬

ordinary rapidity on the tire, which, being instantaneously
prived of the "supporter of combustion," st once cesses.

The extinction is so m.Uen that in the case of s

which Mr. Phillips -putout" onboerd svessel.n the Thame ,

the operation did not occupy " one second," snd it was con*,

pare,I by the spectators to a " flash of lightning _


